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WELCOME

L eadingAge Texas is honoring the 25th year of its annual art 

contest and exhibit with a new name - ArtsInspire™. This new 

name encapsulates the idea that whether one continues a lifelong 

hobby, or pursues a new hobby later in life, the arts inspire ageless 

creativity. 

This contest showcases the artistic talents of older Texans from 

aging services communities across the state.  The annual exhibit  

and awards ceremony kick off the LeadingAge Texas Annual Meeting  

& Trade Show which takes place in May, which the nation recognizes 

as Older Americans Month. 

LeadingAge Texas believes that this contest is one of the most 

positive tools the aging services field can utilize to highlight 

positive aspects of aging.  Through the exhibit at the Texas Capitol 

May 9-14 (showcasing first place pieces) and the exhibit of all 

winners’ and finalists’ works at the Renaissance Austin Hotel, 

ArtsInspire™ educates the public on the value of the creativity that 

comes with living long, healthy lives. 

The works detailed in these pages were selected by a group of 

judges comprised of experts in their respective fields such as 

university professors, artists, authors, etc. Nearly 200 pieces were 

submitted across three main categories: Visual Arts, Written Arts, 

and Melodic Arts.  Congratulations to all the 2015 winners and 

finalists who truly prove that the arts inspire ageless creativity.
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DISTINGUISHED ARTIST

SECOND PLACE 
LAVERNE BREWSTER
“Windswept Trees”

Age upon completion: 96

Community: Westminster - Austin 

While living in Houston, Laverne Brewster took a class in oil painting and 

painted for a short time. When she moved to Sun City, Georgetown, she took 

lessons in acrylic at which point a professional artist told her class that they should 

draw daily. Thus, Laverne became interested in drawing, oils, watercolor, acrylics, 

and ink drawing and has tried them all with enjoyment. She now continues to enjoy 

the drawing, acrylic painting, and pastel painting classes at Westminster.

Laverne’s love for trees and nature inspired this particular piece.

FIRST PLACE 
PAUL HARRIS
“Texas Pride”

Age upon completion: 95

Community: C. C. Young - Dallas 

Born in Vickery, Texas in 1918, Paul Harris attended Carrollton and Highland Park 

Schools where he took art classes. He attended Southern Methodist University 

and the University of Texas. Paul became a school administrator working mainly in 

the Dallas ISD. 

Paul’s wife, Clara, enrolled him in a watercolor class in the 1960s introducing him 

to a lifelong hobby. Paul painted “Texas Pride”—a picture of yellow roses—for his 

newfound cousin, Judy Carter, who also resides at C. C. Young. 

Paul expresses, “Painting is one of the greatest hobbies in the world; it involves a 

lot of thinking and takes a brain to complete.” 
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MELODIC ARTS: GROUP

FIRST PLACE 
MEADOWS SINGING GROUP
“Sound of Music Medley - Do Re Mi/Edelweiss”

Ages upon completion: 65+

Community: Morningside Ministries at The Meadows – San Antonio

The Meadows Singing Group formed in the spring of 2014. The idea 

was brought up by several residents who wanted to perform secular 

songs from shows and musicals. The group has various degrees of musical 

knowledge but all love the opportunity to sing and share their music with 

others. The Sound of Music has always been a favorite musical of many  

of the residents and they thought it would be fitting to do a medley of 

those songs.
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HARD CRAFTS: JEWELRY

THIRD PLACE 
LINDA LANGE
“Serene Spectrum”

Age upon completion: 70

Community: EdenHill Communities – New Braunfels

  

A life-long learner, Linda Lange thrives on creative challenges. At age 56 

she taught herself HTML and designed, hosted, and maintained some 

150 websites before decreasing her portfolio to travel the world with David, 

her husband of five decades. While searching for jewelry to purchase, Linda 

found a bracelet of colorful, anodized aluminum “sweet pea” links. Instantly 

enchanted, she researched supplies, tools, and techniques and jumped into 

weaving gleaming rings into links for earrings, bracelets, and necklaces, then 

finished her pieces with stainless steel findings. 

Encouraged by family and friends, she added Mobius and rolo links, sweater 

clips, and goblet charms to her repertoire and helped launch the now twice-

a-year “Awesome Arts and Crafts Fair at EdenHill Communities” to showcase 

items handmade by residents, relatives, and friends.

SECOND PLACE 
BONNIE WALTER
“Amber Necklace with Amber Cigarette Holder Pendant”

Age upon completion: 87

Community: Army Residence Community – San Antonio

  

Bonnie Walter’s interest in jewelry making began after becoming an empty 

nester. When her husband Lou retired, they opened a small retail space in 

a book store where they sold jewelry-making supplies and lapidary equipment. 

“Bonnie’s Designs” was officially launched. Their shop grew into a 3,000 square-

foot store front, “Lou-Bon Gems & Rocks”, one of the largest shops of its kind 

in the Washington D.C. area and “Bonnie’s Designs” continued to be one of the 

highlights of the store. As shown in this piece, she is particularly interested in 

incorporating items that once had another life.

Now, at 89, Bonnie shows no signs of retiring. She has said she will continue to 

make necklaces as long as her eyes and fingers allow her!



#LATX15      ArtsInspire™ 5

HARD CRAFTS: JEWELRY

FIRST PLACE 
WANDA CLINTON
“Iridescent”

Age upon completion: 88

Community: Querencia at Barton Creek - Austin

F or many years, Wanda Clinton has enjoyed being involved in several different 
artistic media as a hobbyist. Wanda explains, “My specific interest in jewelry 

began while taking a class at a Community College in west Texas in the late 1970s. 
After continuing for several semesters, I acquired the casting equipment, kiln, and 
tools needed to set up my own workshop at home. I continued to enjoy working 
to create pieces which I sold at craft shows and bazaars as a hobby.” 

This particular necklace was designed to complement the lovely piece of 
abalone which is the focal point of the pendant. It was cast in silver using the 
lost-wax process, and after clean-up, the stone was set. The actual necklace was 
constructed with silver wire, adding the abalone beads to tie the piece together 
visually. It is one of Wanda’s favorites.
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HARD CRAFTS: CERAMICS, SCULPTURE  
& WOODWORK

THIRD PLACE 
KENDALL YOUNG
“Abraham Lincoln”

Age upon completion: 90

Community: The Wesleyan at Estrella – Georgetown 

Kendall Young was born in 1924 in Tulia, Texas. He graduated from Levelland 

High Scholl and attended McMurry University before serving as Lt. JG 

in the Navy during WWII. He obtained graduate degrees in chemistry at the 

University of Texas. His professional life was in medical research at Brooke 

Army Hospital, then as a clinical chemist in Texas, Michigan, and Illinois and 

as a chemist and Quality Assurance Manager with EPA. But there was always 

a love for the arts, even though his only schooling in that area was a drawing 

class at Lewis University near Chicago. After retiring, Kendall turned to painting-

both oil and watercolor. Recently, he became fascinated with “air dry clay” and 

sculpting. His admiration for Lincoln prompted this particular piece. 

SECOND PLACE 
NORM STOECKER
“Mini Multipurpose Piece”

Age upon completion: 82

Community: Eagle’s Trace - Houston 

Born in 1930, Norm Stoecker attended the School of Architecture at Washington 

University in St. Louis, Missouri, where he worked at architectural firms and 

taught in the community college system. He and his wife of 53 years, Connie, 

moved to Houston in 2014 to be closer to family. It was a homecoming, as 

Norm received his Air Force training in Texas in 1952.

Norm combined his design expertise and love of woodworking to create an 

original “handy-man’s dream,” a Mini Multipurpose Piece. This piece, constructed 

from oak, offers mobility and practicality. A fold-out tote allows tools to be 

carried to any project, the top serves as a workbench, and the four-drawer unit 

is easily stored. Norm enjoys putting his skills to the test at the woodwork shop 

at Eagle’s Trace. He visits the shop about six days a week and is motivated by the 

desire to turn a precise design into a beautifully custom-crafted piece.
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FIRST PLACE 
KERMONT MICKELSON
“Vase”

Age upon completion: 86

Community: C. C. Young - Dallas

Kermont Mickelson was born in Finley, North Dakota and graduated from 
the University of North Dakota with a B. S. in Geology. He worked in the 

oil industry as a geologist and as a member of Exploration Management. 
Kermont has been married to his wife, Signe, for 63 years. They have four 
children, seven grandchildren and two great-grandchildren. 

Kermont has enjoyed doing wood work from an early age when he would 
work in his father’s shop in the basement of their home. He enjoys the 
creative possibilities of each piece. Special techniques like gluing the different 
types of wood together make each piece unique. Kermont created this 
unique vase from trashed wood he received from a mill in Denton, Texas.
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WRITTEN ARTS: PROSE

THIRD PLACE 
MILDRED WILKES
“Miracle in the Pacific”

Age upon completion: 85

Community: The Buckingham - Houston 

M ildred Wilkes has always loved music, painting (oil & acrylics), and the 
arts. About this piece, Mildred explains, “I wrote the prose in first person 

as my beloved husband Marshall told the story to me. I also named it since I 
felt that America should know about the heroic acts of our Navy and Armed 

Forces during World War II in the Pacific.”

SECOND PLACE 
PATTIE LEE
“The Potter’s House”

Age upon completion: 69

Community:  EdenHill Communities – New Braunfels  

Pattie Lee was born June 1, 1936 in San Antonio, Texas the middle child of  
three girls, six and seven years apart. With no playmates, she developed 

many imaginary friends having all kinds of imaginary adventures. These 
adventures became her inspirations for writing stories. Pattie enjoyed this 
avenue of getting her thoughts out onto paper where hopefully others 
could enjoy them. 

She has always attended church and has often used scripture to help her 
during difficult times. But many times it was hard to apply a scripture to 
current situations. For this reason, she attempted to take a Bible verse and 
show how it can provide meaning to our lives today. Pattie explains, “Once 
thoughts begin to formulate, it doesn’t take long to write them in story form.”
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FIRST PLACE 
DAN ADAMS
“Henry Caldwell’s Death”

Age upon completion: 78

Community: Morningside Ministries at The Meadows - San Antonio

Dan Adams is a minister, but spent many years teaching English and other 
subjects, both in missionary work in Africa and in the US. Writing has 

been a sort of hobby for Dan, on a variety of topics, for most of his life. Dan 
explains, “I have had an interest in the influence of various people in my life, 
perhaps beginning in grade school. I enjoy exploring my thoughts and ideas 
on theology, philosophy, social issues, and other topics.”

Dan was inspired to write this particular piece through vivid memories of 
this person, and the influence he had on Dan’s life as he developed an 
interest in civil rights issues. “Henry Caldwell’s Death” developed over several 
hours, with tweaking here and there, and following suggestions of his wife 
who reviewed the work. “There was no special technique employed,” Dan 
clarifies, “beyond my style of writing.”
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THIRD PLACE 
SHARON KAHN
“Sunset”

Age upon completion: 80

Community: Westminster – Austin 

Born in Birmingham, Alabama, Sharon Kahn attended Vassar College and 
the University of Arizona College of Law. The mother of three children 

and grandmother of two, Sharon moved to Westminster one year ago after 
residing in Austin for 21 years. She has practiced law and labor-management 
arbitration, and is the author of six books from Scribner and one from the 
University of Texas Press. 

Art was at the top of Sharon’s bucket list after retirement, and she created her 
first art work in Lifetime Learning classes five years ago. She explains, “I enjoy all 
media, and have taken part in Maria Lyle’s excellent art classes at Westminster 
since my arrival. My living room window looks west from the second floor, and I 
am inspired daily by the beautiful sunsets over Camp Mabry and Westlake Hills.” 
Sharon completed this watercolor & charcoal work in three classes.

SECOND PLACE 
ETHEL HARVEY
“Old Jerusalem Neighborhood”

Age upon completion: 84

Community: Querencia at Barton Creek – Austin 

E thel Harvey is grateful for an outstanding fine arts education at The Art 

Students League and The National Academy of Design in New York City. 

Throughout her life in New York, Israel, and Austin, Ethel has always painted 

and worked in the arts: stage set design, graphic design, fashion illustration, 

and textile design. She also joined her husband’s project, building a prestigious 

architectural model of the City of Jerusalem. In addition to painting, Ethel is 

currently working on commissions for graphite portraits.

The history and charm of an old Jerusalem neighborhood attracted Ethel 

to capture its atmosphere in this piece. Although no people appear in this 

painting, she feels the presence of the many generations of families whose 

lives have filled the street she depicts.

Community: C. C. Young - Dallas

MIXED MEDIA
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MIXED MEDIA

FIRST PLACE 
ANITA KEYES
“Body Language: No. 13 Late Again”

Age upon completion: 70

Community: Morningside Ministries at The Meadows – San Antonio

Anita Keyes, born in 1934 in Harlingen, Texas, graduated from Baylor 
University in 1956. That was the year she was introduced to the joy 

of creating something beautiful in art media. Knowing nothing at all 
about art, she was so intrigued by the work of her roommate, an art 
major, she decided to register for an art class herself.

Her six months of instruction under Fredrick Mizen, renowned for his 
Southwest and Indian portraits, were the only formal training she has 
had. Mizen had her begin with charcoal to learn how to see lights and 
darks (values) realistically.

Character studies, such as painting from a photograph, have always 
been Anita’s favorite. She explains, “I photographed this quintet sitting 
at a bus stop in York, England. I only took one shot from across the 
street and had no idea that their expressions would tell a story until I 
had the film developed. This piece has continued to bring me smiles, 
even chuckles, as I look at it hanging on the wall.” Anita’s greatest thrill is 
when a person comes to life on paper and canvas. 
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MAJESTIC ARTS

SECOND PLACE 
ROSALIE MATTKE
“Sunflower Still Life”

Age upon completion: 83

Community: EdenHill Communities – New Braunfels 

Rosalie Mattke was born in LaVernia, Texas in 1927, the second oldest  
of seven children. Raised on a farm, Rosalie learned the value of hard 

work and responsibility from an early age. She has always enjoyed arts,  
crafts, and coloring as well as country music and dancing. She had a variety 
of work experiences, continuing to work until her 70s when she moved to 
New Braunfels. 

Rosalie has been a member of the Art Class at EdenHill Communities since 
its inception in April 2010. She has grown more confident in her abilities as 
an artist—this is quite evident in her artwork. Upon walking into Rosalie’s 
room, anyone can see the pride she has in her family, as well as the art 
projects she has completed. She was inspired to paint “Sunflower Still Life” by 
her Art Class teacher.
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MAJESTIC ARTS

FIRST PLACE 
EUGENE SCHOCH
“Monet Reproduction”

Age upon completion: 91

Community: Westminster - Austin

Eugene P. Schoch, Jr. was born in Austin, Texas in 1924. He attended Austin 
public schools, the University of Texas at Austin, and the University of 

Texas Medical School in Galveston from which he graduated in 1946. After 
completing a residency in Dermatology in Minneapolis, Minnesota, he served 
in the United States Army Medical Corps in Tokyo, Japan. He was President 
of the Texas Dermatology Society and served on the Board for the American 
Dermatology Association. Dr. Schoch retired from practice in 1980. 

Dr. Schoch moved to Westminster with his wife, Eugeneia Worley 
Schoch, whom he married in 1944. He started attending the art classes at 
Westminster and enjoyed them immensely. “Monet Reproduction”, inspired 
by his love of colors and paintings, was created in one of these classes. 

Sadly, Dr. Schoch passed away in late January 2015.
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DRAWING

THIRD PLACE 
LYNN STILES
“Buds on Vine”

Age upon completion: 75

Community: Westminster - Austin 

  

Beginning in 1979, Lynn Stiles worked as a copy writer and creative director 
on Madison Avenue in New York City. She had an enviable list of clients 

that included Estée Lauder, Ann Klein, Tiffany & Co. and The New Yorker. She 
has won numerous awards for her work, but perhaps she was most fond of 
a series of radio ads for Callard and Bowser candies that she co-wrote with 
John Cleese of Monty Python fame.

In the mid 1990s, Lynn left advertising and earned an MSW from Columbia 
University. She worked for several years as a social worker at Columbia 
Presbyterian Hospital in New York before relocating to Austin. Lynn’s love of 
flowers inspired “Buds on Vine”.

SECOND PLACE 
JOAN MUELLER
“Ti”

Age upon completion: 78

Community: Westminster – Austin

Joan Mueller was born in Sacramento, California in 1936. She received 
an MFA from California State University, Long Beach. She created large 

gestural paintings using bright Southern California colors. After moving to 
Austin, Joan explored monoprints, as well as woodblock and linoleum prints. 

Since moving to Westminster in 2012, she has enjoyed iPad apps, mainly Zen 
Brush, creating drawings in black, white, and gray using a stylus or fingers to 
make the marks. Joan explains that this particular piece was “done from my 
photo of a small dog named Ti. I have become connected to a few special 
dogs while using this iPad program.”
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DRAWING

FIRST PLACE 
LYNN TAGTMEIER
“Playing Dress-Up”

Age upon completion: 66

Community: Highland Springs - Dallas

Lynn Tagtmeier’s self-portrait, “Playing Dress-Up,” seizes the imagination of 

a five-year old girl through the interpretation of a mature woman, 60 years 

later. Born in Illinois, Lynn moved to North Dallas in 1977 with her husband of 

51 years, Jim. There, she raised a family of four children and held a real estate 

license. 

Portrait drawing is her passion, and in “Playing Dress-Up,” Lynn utilized 

a photograph taken of her by an uncle during a family gathering. Lynn’s 

graphite/pencil drawing portrays herself as a girl yearning to look “very 

grown-up and sophisticated.” 

Now at Highland Springs, she teaches a drawing class for fellow residents. 

“Many people wish they could draw, and I find it very rewarding to provide 

encouragement as they unlock their artistic expression,” she says.
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MASTER WORKS

THIRD PLACE 
CIENWEN “GAIL” COE
“Morning on The Seine Near Giverny”

Age upon completion: 81

Community: Blue Skies of Texas – San Antonio 

C ienwen “Gail” Coe studied art when she was a young girl. As she grew 
older, her focus shifted to her marriage, children, and career as a florist. 

Upon retiring 15 years ago, she took up watercolor, and became absorbed 
in this new world of color and light. She is self-taught in this medium and 
finds its possibilities endless—and it does not smell. Gail loves art history and 
experimenting. She says, “One can never be bored when one has such an 
absorbing hobby.” 

Gail used to live on the edge of the Chesapeake Bay in Maryland and is 
enchanted by water scenes. She loves Monet’s work, and can copy him even 
though he uses oils and despite the familial tremor in her painting hand. This 
reproduction of “Morning on The Seine near Giverny” took about one week.

SECOND PLACE 
MARY KENDRICK
“Bedroom in Arles”

Age upon completion: 83

Community: Plano Community Homes, East Campus - Plano 

Mary Kendrick was born in 1919 in Austin, Texas. Her family moved to Dallas 
when she was five years old. She started painting and “making things” 

when she “had nothing better to do” even before she went to elementary 
school. Mary learned painting and other forms of art by herself—she developed 
a love for art. As one might gather from this piece, Van Gogh is one of her 
favorite artists. 

Mary has lived at Plano Community Homes for over 15 years and loves all the 
activities and programs the community provides, including Artinspire™.
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MASTER WORKS

FIRST PLACE 
KATE BERGQUIST
“Jeanne Hebuterne with Necklace”

Age upon completion: 82

Community: Westminster - Austin 

Kate Bergquist was born in Des Moines, Iowa and moved to Chicago after 
high school to attend the American Academy of Art where she studied 

fashion illustration. She and her husband moved to Austin in 1960 where her 
art career evolved from fashion into a wide variety of other work. She spent 
several years with an office at the Austin Public Library creating graphics for 
all the branches and special events. At age 50, she decided it would be nice 
to have a regular paycheck and so got a job at United Bank as Art Director. 

During this time, a great love for calligraphy evolved—an art form that is still 
her passion. She participates in all the art classes at Westminster and helps 
out with any artwork/calligraphy needed for community events. Her love for 
Amedeo Modigliani’s art inspired Kate to reproduce this particular piece.
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WRITTEN ARTS: POETRY

THIRD PLACE 
LYDIA BLANCHARD
“Bridges”

Age upon completion: 77

Community: Westminster - Austin 

Lydia Blanchard began to write poetry after moving to Westminster in 
October 2012 and joining the community’s Poetry Group. An English 

teacher and academic administrator for 42 years, including 24 years at 
Texas State University, she wrote frequently—but her writing was focused on 
either her administrative duties or her scholarship. 

Lydia explains that she finds “retirement a joy because it provides an 
opportunity to experiment with more creative forms,” and she thanks her 
Poetry Group for their support as she learns. Lydia and her husband, Melvin 
Eckhoff, returned to Whiting, Indiana in 2013 for her 60th high school 
reunion. That visit led to a series of unrhymed narrative poems about 
growing up in the Midwest, including “Bridges”.

SECOND PLACE 
JOAN MUELLER
“Highway 5”

Age upon completion: 78

Community: Westminster - Austin 

Joan Mueller was born in Sacramento, California in 1936 and received an 
MFA from California State University, Long Beach. Joan began writing 

with a creative writing group in Santa Ana, California and has also taken 
poetry classes. This poem was written in California on a long road trip 
through the San Joaquin Valley, which she considered to be a wonderful 
place for long thoughts and time to play on her new laptop.
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WRITTEN ARTS: POETRY

FIRST PLACE 
EDNA HASSINGER
“Rodeo Wife”

Age upon completion: 96

Community: Westminster - Austin 

Edna Hassinger was born on a ranch in Kendall County, the last of seven 

children.  Edna attended the Kendall County schools and especially 

remembers an English Literature teacher who insisted on their studying 

Shakespeare’s works in great depth. She credits this instruction with the 

success she’s had in writing. She has won multiple prizes in national 

competitions in the advertising field, many of her winning entries were in 

poetry form. 

Edna has lived at Westminster, very comfortably and happily, for over 29 

years. She has entered many of the LeadingAge Texas art contests and has 

placed 11 times. Edna loves working on ArtsInspire™ and believes these 

types of contests are very therapeutic in giving older people a sense of 

accomplishment and purpose. Edna explains that this particular poem was 

inspired by “the bravery of the young women who had their husbands go off 

to the rodeos for long periods of time.”
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SOFT CRAFTS: DECORATIVE ARTS

THIRD PLACE 
JUDITH “JUDY” LOGAN
“Viking Ship”

Age upon completion: 65

Community: Presbyterian Village North - Dallas  

Judith Logan was born in Denver, Colorado and grew up as an “Army 
brat,” living in various locations in the United States as well as in Japan 

and France. In 1972 she discovered needlepoint and took classes at a 
needlework shop, joined the Dallas Needlework and Textile Guild—a chapter 
of the Embroiderers Guild of America—and took classes through DN&TG 
and EGA National and Regional Seminars. She authored an EGA Group 
Correspondence Course, “Blackwork is Fun,” and became an EGA Certified 
Teacher of Blackwork. 

For the EGA National Seminar in Minneapolis, she was inspired by her travels 
and knowledge of history to design a Viking Sampler using patterns and 
stitches that the Vikings would have used at that time. Judy strives for detail 
in whatever she does.

SECOND PLACE 
CAROL ZOLLER
“A Peacock in a Pear Tree”

Age upon completion: 78

Community: Presbyterian Village North - Dallas 

Carol Zoller was born in Berkeley, California and attended the University of 
California majoring in anthropology. After her husband’s death she moved 

to Rowlett, Texas, where she lived for 20 years until moving to Presbyterian 
Village North for the last seven years. 

Carol learned to embroider and crochet when she was young and has made 
many afghans and baby blankets over the years. Her main interest has been in 
the use of cross stitching. Using cross stitch and other embroidery techniques, 
Carol has decorated numerous articles such as wedding samplers and baby 
birth records. She enjoys working on linen or aida cloth to embellish her 
creative work in landscapes, village scenes, angels, and pretty ladies, as well as 
this piece, “A Peacock in a Pear Tree.”
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SOFT CRAFTS: DECORATIVE ARTS

FIRST PLACE 
RAY CARTER
“Georgetown History”

Age upon completion: 85

Community: The Wesleyan at Estrella - Georgetown

Ray Carter is a retired Baptist pastor who moved from Kentucky to The 

Wesleyan at Estrella in Georgetown in 2006. While serving churches in 

Michigan and Ohio in the 1980s, Ray took up needlepoint to keep his hands 

busy during long winter days. Since then, he has completed over 180 works, 

some in petit point and some as large as 30” x 33”.  

Ray has specialized in family trees, historical homesteads, and family clocks, 

incorporating family names and lineages. Since moving to Texas, Ray has 

spent many of his days with needle and thread creating images of many 

of Georgetown’s historical buildings and landmarks. Ray explains, “I enjoy 

creating each piece, as well as showing it to others”. This piece, done in 

14-point needlepoint, took about four weeks to complete and includes many 

Georgetown landmarks.
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SOFT CRAFTS: SEWING

THIRD PLACE 
ANN JENNINGS
“O My Stars”

Age upon completion: 90

Community: EdenHill Communities – New Braunfels 

E lsie Ann Symank Jennings, born January 2, 1915, learned quilting by 

helping her mother and aunts while growing up in Coryell County, Texas. 

She began quilting upon her retirement from nursing in 1977. Ann pieces 

the tops with a sewing machine and then hand-quilts the body. She has 

made one for each of her children, grandchildren, great-grandchildren, and 

their spouses. In addition, she made quilts for nieces, nephews, and church 

auctions. The design and colors were selected specifically to the person or 

event. Each quilt is a treasured family heirloom. 

She thinks she has made 50 to 60 including this one she made for herself 

with her favorite colors – red, white, and blue. This particular pattern was 

completed in July 2005 while Ann was living at EdenHill Communities.

SECOND PLACE 
ANDREA MARTIN
“Don’t Put Your Eggs in One Basket”

Age upon completion: 69

Community: Army Residence Community – San Antonio 

Andrea Joy Martin was born at home in Caddo, Oklahoma in 1943 and 

was raised in Denison, Texas. She is a retired Registered Nurse who 

started the first Texas Prison Hospice Program. She has been an active 

quilter since retiring in 1999, and has made numerous quilts for children, 

grandchildren, and friends. Andrea was also instrumental in a program that 

quilted over 600 quilts for Wounded Warriors at Fort Hood, Texas. She has 

created many pieces of self-expressive art such as this “Don’t Put All Your 

Eggs in One Basket” quilt, which is her current favorite.
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SOFT CRAFTS: SEWING

FIRST PLACE 
JANICE BENTLEY
“A Pineapple for My Garden”

Age upon completion: 74

Community: Presbyterian Village North - Dallas 

Janice Bentley was born in Edmond, Oklahoma. At a young age she fell 

in love with the many beautiful quilts that were always displayed around 

her and wanted to learn how to quilt once she retired. After her nursing 

career ended in 1998, a friend invited her to join her quilting group where she 

learned the craft from new friends and at which point she began reading quilt 

magazines. 

After getting some experience under her belt, she took the 2006 picture 

of a quilt from the Quilters Newsletter to the Dallas Quilt Show where she 

found the actual quilt and immediately knew that she wanted to make it. 

“A Pineapple for My Garden” took 15 months to complete. The primary 

techniques used on this piece were hand appliqué, embroidery, rouching, 

and machine quilting.
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SOFT CRAFTS: TEXTILE

THIRD PLACE 
MARY JANSEN
“Knitted Socks”

Age upon completion: 89

Community: Westminster - Austin 

Mary Jansen’s grandmother taught her to crochet when she was about 
eight years old. At that time, Mary realized that she enjoyed handwork 

but it was some years after this that Mary made her first sock. She explains, 
“We were in Holland then and my Dutch aunt taught me to make socks. But 
it wasn’t until I found a book of patterns at the Wool Market in Estes Park, 
Colorado that it became a hobby.”

Mary has knitted and crocheted about ten Afghans, but enjoys knitting socks 
because it is a small project compared to Afghans. She explains, “the results 
are useful and it’s fun!” Mary has now given away about 30 pairs of her 
knitted socks to family and friends. 

  
SECOND PLACE 
MARY SMITH
“Felted Tote Bag”

Age upon completion: 80

Community: Querencia at Barton Creek - Austin

Mary Smith says, “I can’t remember when I wasn’t interested in handicrafts!” 
Growing up in Abilene, Mary’s mother taught her sewing, quilting, 

crewelwork, and crochet from an early age. She explains, “What I liked best 
about needlework was the way it used my fingers and fine motor coordination.”

 As a teen, Mary wanted to knit and ended up taking lessons at Minter’s 
Department Store. Knitting became her favorite form of needlework and over 
the years, she made many Afghans, baby blankets, and items of clothing. 
When felted wool became popular, she just had to master that. After making 
several felted baskets, including a hat and handbag, she decided to learn 
intarsia, which incorporates patterns and colors into the felted item. Mary 
explains, “A pattern for this bag caught my eye and inspired my next project. I 
never count hours spent on an item, as it is such a pleasant pastime!”
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FIRST PLACE 
KAREN MCDONALD
“Alleluia and Amzi Among the Bluebonnets”

Age upon completion: 67

Community: Blue Skies of Texas West - San Antonio

Karen McDonald has loved art and drawing from a very young age. Her 

introduction to needle felting came in 2012 when her aunt gave her a 

special needle for felting. Having taken art classes in high school, and then 

attending an art school in Denver, Colorado has helped define her work 

today. Raising two children and operating a children’s book store for many 

years kept her from really honing any talent in the art field. 

Now, with the joy of living at a retirement village, she has time to enjoy her 

craft and loves the creativity of it. Karen’s “Alleluia and Amzi Among the 

Bluebonnets” was inspired by her love of nature and the aspiration to create 

the look of movement. 
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PHOTOGRAPHY

THIRD PLACE 
WILLIAM SCHLEUSE
“Palatka Waterfront”

Age upon completion: 81

Community: Westminster - Austin 

A               native Texan who grew up in Austin and San Antonio, William Schleuse is a   

 retired psychiatrist and psychoanalyst who practiced and taught in Houston 

and Austin for 40 years. Taking up photography in his 50s, William studied with 

Barbara Hagen and Nine Francois, participated in workshops in Santa Fe and 

Maine, and also studied design with the late Fred Weyrick at Laguna Gloria. He 

has shown his work in many juried and invitational shows and with Austin Fine Art 

Photographers. William has also taught photography with UT Informal Classes and 

the history of photography with lifelong learning groups in the community. Some 

of William’s favorite subjects have been landscape, cityscape, and coastal and 

marine themes which draw on his experience sailing and cruising. This photograph 

was taken while William was cruising on the St. Johns River in Florida.

SECOND PLACE 
SHELDON LLOYD
“Budapest Parliament Building”

Age upon completion: 73

Community: Westminster- Austin 

Sheldon Lloyd was born and raised near Sac City, Iowa and attended Iowa 

State University, receiving a degree in Mechanical Engineering. During his 

career he received seven patents, served as VP of Technology for a Fortune 

500-sized company, started two small engineering corporations and obtained a 

private pilot’s license. He and his wife, Ruby, raised two sons, one now deceased.

Photography has been his major hobby since grade school when the family 

bathroom served as a dark room. Sheldon and Ruby have travelled widely, and 

he has enjoyed photographing scenes from around the world. The “Budapest 

Parliament Building” was photographed on a tour of Hungary. Situated on the 

shores of the Danube River, it was opened in 1904 and is a beautiful expression of 

Gothic Revival architecture. 
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PHOTOGRAPHY

FIRST PLACE 
DOUG MEYERS
“Nepalese Porters”

Age upon completion: 76

Community: The Buckingham - Houston 

Doug Meyers was born in 1933 in Mt. Sterling, Illinois. He graduated from 

the University of Illinois with a BS Degree in Chemistry and went on to 

receive his Masters at MIT. Along with his wife, Miti, he has two children and 

three grandchildren. 

Doug began to pursue his passion of photography in 1998 and describes 

himself as a traveling photographer, taking pictures on his travel excursions. 

Traveling to Nepal in 2009, Doug shot this picture after witnessing the 

women who live in the poorest conditions step out of their indigent 

surroundings in the most beautiful, colorful attire and work by carrying 

bundles of rice straw sticks on their backs. A professional photographer 

Doug met on his travels stated, “When shooting pictures, it’s the light, the 

composition, and the moment.” Doug enjoys capturing the moments!
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MELODIC ARTS: SOLO

THIRD PLACE 
BOB BAILEY
“Austin Town”

Age upon recording: 84

Community: Querencia at Barton Creek - Austin

A lmost by accident over 20 years ago, while living in Abilene, Bob Bailey met a lady 

who lived in Austin but had an Abilene background. He quickly knew that she was 

“the one”. Bob explains, “In order to upgrade my efforts, I decided that if I would write 

a song about our relationship maybe it would help my cause. Despite having a very 

limited musical background, I decided to accept the challenge.”

First Bob wrote the words and then, by humming, created a melody and named the 

song “Austin Town”. Bob continues, “I bought a 15-key toy piano and one at a time 

picked out the melody until I had it down. Then I called Marcia long distance, and 

on my toy piano played and sang “Austin Town” for her. It must’ve worked, for we 

married months later. The singing you hear in this recording was just recently made 

with my 84 year-old worn-out voice.”

SECOND PLACE 
MERTON JOHNSON
“Air on a G String”

Age upon recording: 77

Community: Morningside Ministries at the Meadows - San Antonio

As a young boy, Merton Johnson’s mother tried to get him to play the piano, but he 

hated it. Then in 1939 the World’s Fair came to New York, and his parents took him 

to hear the New York Philharmonic perform Brahms’ and he heard a French horn soaring 

out from the orchestra. Merton explains, “That’s what I want to play.” The cost was a third 

of a new car, so he mowed lawns, raked leaves, shoveled snow, and picked beans in the 

summer. Finally, that Christmas, Merton got a new $250 Conn 6D horn under the tree! 

Merton’s professional career included performing with the U.S. Army Band, 

Washington D.C., the Denver Symphony, first horn in the Wichita Symphony, first horn 

in the Campus Symphony, faculty brass and woodwinds quintets. “Air on a G String” by 

Bach was Merton’s last performance, after his lips dried out too much to be reliable to 

play on a regular basis. The accompanist is Merton’s church organist/keyboardist.
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MELODIC ARTS: SOLO

FIRST PLACE 
RUTH TOMFOHRDE
“Chopin Nocturne in F Sharp Major Opus 15-#2” 

Age upon recording: 92

Community: The Buckingham - Houston 

Ruth Tomfohrde began to study the piano at the age of four in California. 

Her family relocated to Houston in 1933 after the Long Beach 

earthquake. Ruth was playing the piano at school when she was overheard 

by a teacher who asked her mother if she would be willing to let Ruth play for 

her sister, Ruth Burr, who was a piano teacher and had studied with famous 

pianists in Europe. After her audition, Ms. Burr accepted Ruth as a student 

and informed her that she would have to forget everything she had learned 

in the past. Ms. Burr began by strengthening Ruth’s hands. After graduating 

in 1939, Ruth was accepted to Rice Institute and in 1941 Ms. Burr said she 

was ready to audition for Juilliard. She was accepted as one of 19 out of 99 

pianists auditioning. Ruth is very thankful for Ms. Burr.
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PAINTING: OIL/ACRYLIC

THIRD PLACE 
AUDREY POLCHIES
“After the Storm”

Age upon completion: 69

Community: GreenRidge at Buckner Villas - Austin 

Audrey Polchies was born in 1928 in the Maritime Provinces in Canada. She 

started out in a one-room school house and did not have time for art there, 

but enjoyed creating with crayon and pencil. When she got married and had 

children, she developed a further interest in art and always had artwork around 

her home. Her family traveled in an air stream trailer around the country, and 

Audrey found art classes to participate in. 

When retiring, Audrey, her husband, and their dogs moved from Connecticut to 

Florida and in 1988, she went to an art school in Ft. Myers. Her favorite artist was 

Helen Van Wick. Audrey watched her on television and then later took classes from 

her. Audrey has created many sketches, but her favorite medium is painting with oils. 

This particular piece was inspired by a photo Audrey took when she went down to 

the beach after a hurricane to find that the moon was just rising.

SECOND PLACE 
BILLIE PETERSON
“Billie’s Windberg”

Age upon completion: 67

Community: Manor Park - Midland 

A fter raising her children and volunteering for many years, Billie Peterson began 

working with her mentor in Rockdale, Texas. She enjoyed painting still-lifes 

and places she had traveled. She painted for 15 years or so and found painting 

very relaxing. This particular painting is Billie’s interpretation of two Windbergs she 

loved. She preferred painting with oil, often saying, “Oil is best because it is easier to 

cover-up your mistakes.” She loved the challenge of making images appear realistic. 

Barbara Moore, the ArtsInspire™ Coordinator at Manor Park explains, “Billie 

never gave us a quote about her painting and is no longer able to express those 

thoughts. I like to think that perhaps she was inspired by Vincent Van Gogh who 

said, ‘If you hear a voice within you say ‘you cannot paint’ then by all means paint, 

and that voice will be silenced.’”
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PAINTING: OIL/ACRYLIC

FIRST PLACE 
ETHEL HARVEY
“Layover Time at the Airport”

Age upon completion: 90

Community: Querencia at Barton Creek - Austin 

E thel Harvey is grateful for an outstanding fine arts education at The Art 

Students League and The National Academy of Design in New York 

City. Throughout her life in New York, Israel, and Austin, Ethel has always 

painted and worked in the arts: stage set design, graphic design, fashion 

illustration, and textile design. She also joined her husband’s project, building 

a prestigious architectural model of the City of Jerusalem. In addition to 

painting, Ethel is currently working on commissions for graphite portraits.

Ethel is fascinated by observing people waiting for connecting flights and 

says “they fall into such unselfconscious poses.” She simply could not resist 

representing this in a painting and is creating a series on the subject.



ArtsInspire™      BE THE VOICE 32

PAINTING: WATERCOLOR

THIRD PLACE 
SUZANNE BUTLER
“Little Calypso Boy”

Age upon completion: 77

Community: Querencia at Barton Creek - Austin 

After spending half of her adult life raising children and pets and moving 

from state to state, Suzanne Butler discovered art through a wonderful 

teacher in San Diego. Her interest grew and has been maintained ever since. 

Suzanne has mostly worked with watercolors, but has dabbled in acrylics 

and drawing. Suzanne explains, “One of the joys of living in a retirement 

community has been that I have more time to spend on my art as well as 

living next door to our wonderful art teacher.”

Suzanne was inspired to paint this piece after seeing “a beautiful little boy 

who was a model in an advertisement.”

SECOND PLACE 
BARBARA ZOELLER
“Caribbean Colors”

Age upon completion: 76

Community: Highland Springs - Dallas 

A fourth generation Texan from Luling, Barbara Zoeller attended Texas 

State University, earning a degree in education. She taught middle school 

and worked in a library in the Dallas region while raising two children with 

her husband of 60 years, Frank. After taking watercolor lessons, she fell in 

love with the medium in 1980. Her original watercolor painting, “Caribbean 

Colors,” is inspired by a photograph from a trip to the Virgin Gorda Baths. She 

meticulously sketched the scene and used a technique called broken light 

to capture the vivid colors of the shimmering sunlight reflection unique to 

the Caribbean. At age 82, Barbara is a member of the Art Group at Highland 

Springs, where her work is often displayed throughout the campus.
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PAINTING: WATERCOLOR

FIRST PLACE 
LOUISE BAGG
“Tranquil Sunset”

Age upon completion: 76

Community: Army Residence Community – San Antonio

Louise Bagg is a native of Connecticut and graduated from St. Joseph 

College with a degree in Child Psychology. She is married to Dr. Raymond 

Bagg, with whom she has traveled extensively throughout their military 

career. Always interested in art, she pursued classes in oil painting, silk 

painting, and developed her own business in sculpting bread dough figures. 

She began studying watercolor in 1990 under the guidance of Bill Bissell. 

She has also taken workshops from several well-known artists, and was a 

member of the El Paso Art Association, the Plein Air Painters of El Paso, the 

Cloudcroft Art Association, and the Rio Bravo Watercolorists of El Paso, in 

which she served as President and Vice-President.

Louise loves the translucent quality of watercolor and the way it flows with 

other colors. “Tranquil Sunset” was inspired by a photo that Louise took in 

Sturbridge, Massachussets in the fall. However, when painting, she chose to 

depict the subject as a winter scene.
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PAINTING: ALTERNATIVE

SECOND PLACE 
BEVERLY SPARKS
“Pudding”

Age upon completion: 71

Community: The Village at Manor Park - Midland

  

Beverly Sparks was born in 1932, in Sioux City, Iowa and has always had an 

interest in arts and crafts. She taught herself sewing, painting pictures, 

and quilting. Beverly was a homemaker who raised three girls, sewing 

many of their dresses. It was after her children left home that she began to 

pursue an interest in alternative painting and began meeting with a group of 

women weekly in an instructor’s home, learning valuable lessons on how to 

make dolls. She explains, “I’ve created many dolls to give as gifts to family 

members, each uniquely designed for the temperament of that individual.” 

“Pudding” is her favorite of the collection, and she hopes that “Pudding” will 

be an eternal legacy of her love for her family.

FIRST PLACE 
ANITA HULLUM
“Spring Blooms”

Age upon completion: 88

Community: C. C. Young - Dallas 

Anita Hullum was one of six children, born 10 miles south of Wills Point, 

Texas. She attended North Texas State Teachers College and then 

received her Master’s in Counseling and Humanities at Southern Methodist 

University. Anita was married to the love of her life for 14 years. 

She was introduced to art upon her arrival at C. C. Young where she has 

taken a variety of art classes. Anita enters every art contest that comes about! 
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PAINTING: ALTERNATIVE FINALISTS

MIXED MEDIA 

Laverne Brewster 
“Colors in the Hills”

Community: Westminster - Austin 

Judith “Judy” Logan
“Zentangled Gourd”

Community: Presbyterian Village North - Dallas

PAINTING: OIL/ACRYLIC 

Dotty Brooks
“Luke”

Community: Querencia at Barton Creek - Austin 

 

Evelyn Wilkinson 
“Pontivy”

Community: The Buckingham - Houston 

 

PAINTING: WATERCOLOR 

Ceinwen “Gail” Coe 
“Spain and Portugal”

Community: Blue Skies of Texas - San Antonio 

 

Joan Holtzapple 
“Cardinal”

Community: Arbor Oaks at MRC Crestview - Bryan 
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BEST OF SHOW

LOUISE BAGG

“Tranquil Sunset”

Category: Painting: Watercolor

Age upon completion: 76

Community: Army Residence Community – San Antonio

Louise Bagg is a native of Connecticut and graduated from St. Joseph 

College with a degree in Child Psychology. She is married to Dr. Raymond 

Bagg, with whom she has traveled extensively throughout their military 

career. Always interested in art, she pursued classes in oil painting, silk 

painting, and developed her own business in sculpting bread dough figures. 

She began studying watercolor in 1990 under the guidance of Bill Bissell. 

She has also taken workshops from several well-known artists, and was a 

member of the El Paso Art Association, the Plein Air Painters of El Paso, the 

Cloudcroft Art Association, and the Rio Bravo Watercolorists of El Paso, in 

which she served as President and Vice-President.

Louise loves the translucent quality of watercolor and the way it flows with 

other colors. “Tranquil Sunset” was inspired by a photo that Louise took in 

Sturbridge, Massachussets in the fall. However, when painting, she chose to 

depict the subject as a winter scene.



SPECIAL THANKS

LeadingAge Texas sincerely thanks each community’s 

participants, the coordinators, the judges,  

and our sponsor, UnitedHealthcare Community Plan,  

for making the 25th Annual ArtsInspire™  

Contest & Exhibit possible!

LOOKING FORWARD TO NEXT YEAR!

Are you a resident of a LeadingAge Texas member 

community?  Interested in submitting a piece into next 

year’s contest?  Contact your community’s ArtsInspire™ 

Coordinator in late fall for more information. Hope to see 

you and your creative work next year!
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